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John C. Freemont – 9/3/1843

“The whole morass was animated 

with multitudes of waterfowl which 

appeared to be very wild – rising 

for the space of a mile around 

about at the sound of a gun with a 

noise like distant thunder”



The Great Salt Lake

What’s Good for 

The Birds…

Is Good for…

• The salt and fertilizer industries

• The magnesium industry

• The brine shrimp industry

• The tourist industry

1.3 Billion annually for Utah’s Economy



Birds of the Great Salt Lake



Numbers Species % of World's Population

600,000          Wilson's Phalarope 40% world's population

20,000            White-faced Ibis 20% world's population

252,000          American Avocet 56% world's population

1,369,000      Eared Grebe 37% world's population

54,000            Marbled Godwit 27% world's population

56,000            American White Pelican 31% world's populatoin

149,000          Franklin's Gull 10% continental US population

13,200            Snowy Plover 75% interior US population

160,000          California Gull world's largest breeding population

400                  American Bald Eagle winter on GSL

One of the most significant natural 

areas in North America

The Great Salt Lake



The Great Salt Lake – One of only 23 

Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserves



Great Salt Lake:  32 Years, 53 Transactions, over 11,000 acres



Great Salt Lake Shorelands 
Preserve

44 transactions = 4,736 acres
Over $25 million invested in public 

and private funds since 1984



GSL Shorelands Preserve Visitor Center
Dedicated June 18, 2004



Wings & Water Wetlands Education Program



Wings & Water: Over 20,000 4th Graders Learn About the GSL



Jane Goodall – Great Salt Lake Shorelands Preserve - 2007



Shorelands Preserve Invasives Control

Cattle graze

phragmites stand

Marsh Master 

phragmites mower used 

for effective treatment



Many Uses: Hunting, Recreation, Brine Shrimp, Salt Harvest etc.



Governor Huntsman proclamation est. GSL Advisory Council 8/26/2008

HB 343 formally creates GSLAC, 6/30/2010

“The Great Salt Lake Advisory 

Council is playing a vital role in 

balancing the many uses of the Great 

Salt Lake. Now is the time to ensure 

this valuable natural treasure is 

protected for future generations.”

- Governor Gary Herbert





GSLAC Annual Reports to the Legislature

“To advise the governor, the Department of Natural 

Resources, and the Department of Environmental 

Quality on the sustainable use, protection and 

development of the Great Salt Lake”
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The Great Salt Lake & Human Health: A dry lake = increased dust storms = 

environmental hazard. Example: Owens Lake in CA.
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